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CH: Excellent history teacher. In fact, she’s the one that encouraged me to go to college, which I 
never completed because the war started. So I went in to the service. 

CS: Ok, let me get this. I think it’s ready. Do you want to start by telling a little bit about 
yourself? Because you grew up in Connersville. 

CH: Yes, I did. I grew up in Connersville, went to grade school at Fifth Street, where Wendy’s is 
at now that was Fifth Street grade school. There was one exactly like it at Eighth Street where 
that dentist office is at and uh then I went to junior high here. Then my folks bought a place at 
Beason’s edition. Dad, in 1936, dad got his other half of his World War Two [his father was a 
World War One veteran] bonus and he bought some property up there. And of course that was in 
Harrison Township so I now had to go to high school at Harrisburg I graduated from there and 
Ms. Kerr thought that I ought to be a history teacher and I had no idea of going to college. All I 
wanted to do was get a job and make money but she thought that I should go to college cause I 
was, I had excellent grades in history, and so for some reason she thought I oughta go to Penn 
State. So I started and I finished two semesters and then by that time the war had started, World 
War Two, and I came home from Christmas vacation and when I went back almost all the men in 
my classes had either been drafted or enlisted and I was a real minority in that class. So I thought 
well maybe I’m missing something so the next weekend I went home and left my car in front of 
my grandmother’s house and caught the bus to Cincinnati because I didn’t want my folks to 
know cause I wasn’t old enough yet to enlist so I enlisted in Cincinnati and enlisted in the Air 
Force. I spent the next four years in the Air Force. I first went to, after basic training, I went to 
armament school and then the day that I graduated from armament school I signed up for 
gunnery school and I became an aerial gunner on a B-25 so the rest of the war I was on the B-25. 
Our squadron was hunting German subs because at that time the Germany had so many subs 
along the Eastern coast, the Southeastern coast of the United States and into the Caribbean and 
they would, well in 1939 they sank 137 merchant ships, tankers especially, and the following 
year they had 143 and in 1941 by the time we got into it that increased over 200 ships that we 
were looking for the subs and that’s what I did. So then after I got out, I came home, went back 
to work at Stant and I got recalled for the Korean War in 1940 and spent another two years with 
the Air Force and finally got out, they told me I was too old – I was 29. So then I came home and 
went back to my old job but I stayed with them 61 years but history has always been my big 
thing and not only local history but my family has all been military. I’ve had ancestors in every 
war we’ve ever fought in. My three brothers were in World War II and my youngest brother and 
I served in Korea then the line run out – didn’t have any more to send so but uh both of my great-
great-grandfathers served in the Revolutionary War, both of my great-grandfathers served in the 
Civil War, dad was in World War One, and my brothers and I World War II and Korea. Howard, 
the middle brother, he served in Germany between the wars. So when I retired I helped with the 
museum and Harry Smith and I were real close friends and we did a lot of traveling together. Of 
course, Harry was a big Civil War buff. That’s about the extent of it. 



(7:04) CS: So what was it like for you growing up in Connersville? Cause your dad moved here 
right before you and your brother were born. 

CH: Well, uh, as I was growing up the Depression came along and everybody that I knew was 
poor. I didn’t know, I knew very many rich people in fact in my classes in school I don’t think 
anybody was rich, they were as poor as I was. And we just all survived and then during the 
Depression the government started the WPA project and my dad along with a lot of the local 
people that had an occupation or job, dad was a welder, so anybody that had a skill they hired for 
the WPA on local building projects like the Roberts Park, the buildings there in Roberts Park, 
and they had the three C’s Civilian Conservation Core and the headquarters for it was in 
Brookville. If you signed up here in Connersville, they sent you to Brookville and you took we 
they termed as a Basic Training down there then you were shipped out to wherever they needed 
you all over the United States. Some of them went out West some of them went East. They were 
the ones that helped build so many of our parks and fortunately when WWII started so many of 
these young men were in good physical shape by being in those kinds of places that it was a god-
send that they were able to go right into service. (9:34) But locally there was very little money 
and almost everybody depended on somebody else, you always looked out for your 
neighborhood. And I know when I was going to school at Fifth Street, the mothers banded 
together and they took turns fixing the noon meal for the school children and then Daum’s Dairy 
provided those little half pint bottles of milk and everybody seemed like they tried to help 
anybody they could. Nothing was wasted, you… very few families complained about they didn’t 
like the meal because you either ate it or went without. It was a tough time but after the war 
started, most of the factories in the city converted to war work and business really boomed after 
that. (11:30) The only furlough I had when I came home and the fellas in the shops were making 
a dollar an hour and I couldn’t believe that they were making that kind of money because when I 
first went to work at Stants we’d do 38 cents an hour, that was our pay. But the war increased the 
pay and they went from there on right up the scale. I think that the 50s and the 60s were the 
boom time in Connersville because all the factories were working, they hired everybody, in fact 
they would put ads in newspapers in Kentucky, Ohio, Illinois, Michigan and they would bring 
bus loads of them in from various other places and the factories would hire ‘em because you got 
a lot of good ones, you got a lot of bad ones and you eventually weeded out most of the bad 
ones. I don’t know that anything else, just that the factories converted back from war work to 
mostly automotive about all the factories in Connersville except the Blower company converted 
back to civilian status. During the war years, the blower company made blowers and impellers 
for submarines while immediately when the war was over they converted back to making 
blowers for industry and they were known worldwide they were the oldest factory in 
Connersville and then Stant’s was second and Rex, which later became Ford, was third. But the 
Blower company started in 1856 and they started down here on Sixth Street when the canal was 
running through the city. Then they built their plant right on the canal and at that time they were 
making wool products like underwear and socks for uniforms for the military and during those 
war years, they worked three shifts, three eight hour shifts, and their biggest problem was getting 
it from here to Cincinnati to ship it. Fayette County did real good during every war they’ve 
supplied quite a bit.  

CS: Can you tell me a little bit about your family? You said your father served in World War 
One and all your brothers served in World War Two?  



CH: Yeah. Dad was -- in fact I’ve got his notice for his induction -- August 7th he reported for 
duty on August 7th, 1917 and two months later he was in France, he was in the 18th Engineers 
and he did 14 months in France, then the war ended and he came back home. My oldest brother 
was a crew chief on a P-47 in WWII and brother younger than I am, he was, as bad as I hate to 
say it, he was in the Navy and he was on LST and he went to, they took a fleet of those LSTs 
from Little Creek, Virginia to Nova Scotia across to England and he was in the D-Day landings 
on Omaha Beach and his ship hauled supplies and tanks to the beach on Omaha day, or on D-
Day, and then they brought back wounded. For the first 72 hours, they never had any rest at all, 
they just shuttled back and forth. And my younger brother, he was in during World War, when 
the war ended, he enlisted. He’d been in the Navy and they sent him home cause he was too 
young so when he became eligible, he enlisted in the Army and he was in Germany for two 
years. Then my youngest brother and I were recalled for Korea. George was in the 4th Armored 
Division of course I was still in the Air Force but uh that’s about it.  
CS: What kind of classes did you take when you were in school here at Connersville? 

CH: General classes – history mostly that was my big thing. And we had history, English, 
algebra, being a county school, they only gave Latin every other year, and in the off year I think 
it was some other class on health or something like that. Oh and I took a class at, we had one 
class on typing. Then in the off year from that typing class they had bookkeeping so it wasn’t big 
enough school to have classes in both at the same time so they alternated. No chemistry, which I 
wanted but didn’t get. I wanted to go to West Point, but you had to have a least a year of 
chemistry to be able to go so that knocked me out of that.  
CS: Did you always want to enlist in the Armed Forces because you wanted to go to West Point? 

CH: Well, I was always interested in the military because of my relatives and I grew up with a 
lot of military people because my dad was the Post-Commander of the Veterans of Foreign War 
and he was a member of the VFW and the “40 and 8” and so the three big days for the military 
here was Memorial Day, 4th of July, and Armistice Day, which today we call Veterans Day, and 
of course if you belonged to any of those organizations, it was almost a ritual that you had to get 
back in your uniform and be in the parade because they had a parade every one of those days 
here in Connersville. And usually a pretty good size parade and then when it was over, then they 
had a dinner at each of the clubs and drink beer and lie to each other, which I heard a thousand 
times, and the good part about that was we still had Civil War veterans here in Fayette County, 
the last one died in 1940 but anyway whenever they had one of those functions they would 
always invite the few remaining Civil War veterans to ride in the parade and attend the banquet 
afterwards. And so I, by being the son of the veteran commander, I could listen to a lot of those 
stories and most of them I’d heard a number of times because they would tell the same stories 
over and over and each time you’d hear it they’d embellish it a little bit more, you know, make 
themselves a little more important but it was quite a thing for me to be able to be among those 
old veterans and find out exactly how life was for them while they were in service. So when I got 
into service it wasn’t anything new for me cause… I always helped dad with, put on his uniform 
because he had those old wrap around leggings and boy it was a chore to get those things on, so 
usually you had to have a little help. But it would, I was always sort of proud to be able to help 
him get dressed for those occasions. But none of my other brothers were interested in the 
military after they got out. But I belong to the Sons of Union Veterans in Indianapolis and belong 
to two Civil War roundtables and the American Legion, the VFW, but I go to a lot of military 
functions and of course I helped take, I’m in charge of decorating City Cemetery all, for all 



occasions, cause we have 213 veterans buried over there so I started out with Harry Smith in 
1938, or 1983, and after Harry passed away, he lost his eye-sight you know about a year before 
he died, and so I just kept on with it and they just more or less depend on me now to go over 
there and do the decorating. But it’s something I love to do. So life has been good to me, I can’t 
complain.  
CS: What was your first job at Stant? 

CH: I was in the making boxes and then I transferred to inspection. Then after I came back from 
service, I went back to inspection and then they put me in charge of the salvage department cause 
I knew, I’d learned the nomenclature of all the different parts so they wanted somebody that 
could handle that so I took the salvage department. And then I retired 92 and I retired for three 
months and I didn’t like it so I went back to work and they had me on the road as a, I was going 
to various factories and correcting the mistakes. That was only supposed to be for three days and 
it wound up 10 years when I finally retired.  
CS: Why did you not like retirement the first time? 

CH: I missed what I was doing. I liked what I was doing and I told anybody that came to work 
for me: if you don’t like what you’re doing, don’t gain seniority, transfer to another job or get 
another job because it’s awful hard to quit once you’ve gained seniority on any job. But I liked 
what I was doing and, not bragging, but I think I was pretty good at it cause they kept me at it. 
But on any job, I think you have to be a confident and you have to like what you’re doing or 
you’re either not gonna be very good at it or you’re gonna be awful disappointed. When I retired, 
they had a, the personnel department had a supper for me and Bruce Bowden was the CEO and 
of course he’d inherited the job from his father, his father was CEO when I first went to work 
there, and they had a concession of CEO’s after he passed away then it got down to Bruce but 
when they had this banquet or supper, he presented me with a big wall clock and he asked me if I 
had anything to say and I said, ‘Well Bruce, you’re going at this all wrong.’ I said, ‘You need to 
give a watch to a fella when he starts to work for ya. When he retires you can give him a 
calendar cause he don’t care what time it is.’ He says ‘I’ll remember that.’ But he was very much 
like his father, as honest and truthful as anybody could be and I don’t know if I ever found out 
that he lied about anything. Whether the news was good or bad, he always told you the absolute 
truth, as much as he could. And I just thought a great deal of both Bruce and his father. When I 
first started to work for Stants, it was like a family. So many people had a brother or a sister or a 
wife or a relative of some sort working there and they more or less took care of each other and it 
was like a family and you did the best you could do for the whole group, not just yourself. I think 
that was one reason they survived all of these years. But you’ll have to ask the questions… 

CS: Did Stant change a lot while you were working there? 
CH: Not til after I retired. The Stant brothers and their sister were the original owners of the 
company and it stayed in the family until I think it must have been in the 80s and then they, it 
went through a session of different owners and we always had somebody, when the CEO retired, 
somebody down the line, the junior executives, would take over until it must have been in the 
early 80s when they first sold out to a different company and I’m thinking it was Purolator, but 
don’t quote me on that. But anyway, they brought in CEO from another place and of course 
Stants wasn’t that big a company and these people had their own grandeur idea of how to run 
things and it didn’t work out too well with the CEOs, I always thought were too domineering to 
handle the local people. But that’s only my ideas. But in all the years I worked there, there was 



only one CEO that I couldn’t get along with but nobody else could either so I don’t feel unhappy 
about that. But I always thought it was the greatest place for me to work and if I wasn’t in the 
military that was the place for me. But I loved the military too, I was never homesick a day in my 
life, I don’t believe.  

CS: Can you tell me a little bit more about what you did when you worked in the salvage 
department at Stant? 

CH: Well, we had sales people that would sell to various suppliers and distributors, in other 
words, clear across the country out on the West coast and so every so often it’d be a turnover in 
the way things were made, well the old that they still had, they would send back so it was my job 
to either scrap what that was or take apart and use the various parts in a new product. And it was 
a, it was enough to keep a small force busy and we get part of the material back that’d have a 
discrepancy, it might have a leak if it was something that’d been put together it might leak or the 
thing would be bent in shipment so we’d have to make a record of it and send them a new one to 
replace what they had sent. And a lot of times they would buy more than they could use so it 
wouldn’t be anything wrong with what they sent back, it’d just be over supplied so we could put 
that back in stock or sell it to another distributor. But it was, it was something that kept you 
going all the time, you never knew what was coming in with the next load of mail. You can look 
at that [Stant Product Book] and you can see the various products.  

CS: So does Stant mostly make parts for cars? 
CH: Yeah. They started their factory in 1898 down here on Western. The building is no longer 
there, it’s torn down but they started out making piano keys, then after they came out with these 
radiator caps, then they started making an anti-lock device to keep people from stealing ‘em out 
of the radiator. Then eventually they went from one thing to another to the locking gas caps, 
radiator caps, and just various products.  

CS: I know they’re still making things for the gas tank because my gas tank in the Jeep that I just 
bought from Jeff Riedman was broken and he sent it back to Stant to fix it up. So it was a Stant 
part that I bought in Connersville. 
CH: Yeah, if you’ve got an automobile, you’ve got a Stant product, I’ll guarantee you.  

CS: Can you tell me a little bit about the organizations you’ve been a part of in Connersville? 
You mentioned American Legion and Veterans Affairs and everything but what else have you 
been a part of? 
CH: Well, Historic Connersville. I’ve been Vice President of it for I don’t know, I’ve been 
elected either three or four times as Vice President and I joined about ’62 I believe. And I belong 
to Kiwanis Club. Harry Smith got me involved in that in 1962 [92]. I remember all these dates 
because that was the year when I first retired and Harry wanted me involved with everything that 
he’d done. But I belonged to American Legion since the first Saturday in February 1947. Dad 
was of course a member of the Legion and as soon as I got out of service he says well you’ve got 
to belong to the Legion, said okay. And then I joined VFW in the same year. And let’s see. 1982 
I believe was when we started the Blue and Gray Civil War Roundtable up at Cambridge and I 
didn’t go to the first meeting but I’ve been to every one after that. I still belong to that. And I’ve 
been a member of the Sons of the Union Veterans since 1982 I believe. I’ve been on the board 
for the Salvation Army for about I don’t know 10 or 12 years. Other than that I haven’t had 
anything to do. 



CS: Why do you remember the day so well when you joined American Legion? You remember 
it’s the first Saturday in February 1947.  

CH: Cause that’s when dad took me down there and it’s the only time we went together. He was 
down there all the time but I was still working and I’d go to the meetings on Wednesday night 
but then I got put on the nightshift and I quit going because I was working night shift so, but I 
knew most of the fellas that were commanders and went to school with a few of ‘em and dad 
was, he was never an officer in the American Legion but he held numerous posts in the VFW, in 
fact once he was elected commander, nobody wanted to run against him and he kept telling him 
he was going to quit if they didn’t but he never did and I think he must’ve been commander close 
to a dozen years, I don’t know exactly how long but back during those Depression years nobody 
wanted to, they couldn’t even afford a bottle of beer so they very seldom went to a meeting so 
you might have five or six fellas there for the meeting and that’d be it. Then when the war 
started, it picked up but there’s not many young people joining anything these days it’s a whole 
new breed of fellas. I’ve talked to a number of them who’ve returned from service and they don’t 
want any part of it. But why they don’t, but everybody’s different so I don’t push it on anybody. 
If they want to join I try to help them but I won’t push you. Everybody’s got their own thing so, 
they don’t tell me what to do and I don’t tell them what to do.  
CS: Can you tell me what Connersville was like in the 1950s and 60s? You called it the “boom 
time” so was downtown big? 
CH: Oh yes. Friday night’s now you’ve got to think, Fridays and Saturdays were your big nights 
in Connersville because all of your merchants stayed open til 9 or 10 o’clock and the streets were 
full of cars. A lot of people, especially in the summertime, would leave the house early in the 
morning, go get their car washed someplace, and then they would drive downtown and find a 
good place to park and they’d leave the car there and ride the bus back nearest to their home. 
Then they’d come back with their wife or their girlfriend or whoever in the evenings they’d get 
on that bus and come down there so they’d have a place to park and watch the traffic. And 
between the hours of 7 and 9 o’clock, Central Avenue was like a parade route, they were just 
bumper to bumper and people jockeying for a place to park, you know, and all of the restaurants 
and taverns and we had a lot of taverns and of course, people got used to at this time from the 
war that they had money and they got a little bit carried away, or at least I thought they did. 
Anyway, the town was on a real upswing and whatever you wanted could be had for a price – 
good or bad. And, but the downtown, there wasn’t a storefront empty from 3rd Street to 9th Street, 
from Eastern to Grand Avenue, every store or every building had an occupant and they were 
doing business. It was a great time in Connersville. And when you’ve grown up during those 
Depression years and then right now we are as close to being at that poverty level as we were in 
the Depression time, and I know just last evening I served a meal with my Kiwanis group, we 
served a meal at the Salvation Army and the same people, night after night, week after week, and 
you might have the second or third generation of that same family coming in there to eat because 
the government is giving all these handouts and they don’t have any ambition to go to work any 
place so even if you’d offer them a job, of course there’s not many jobs to be had, and today’s 
paper stated that Fayette County was, had more people moving out than any county in the state. I 
don’t know what our population is now but it’s far belong the 15,000 that they talked about a 
couple years ago. I’d be surprised if there’s 10,000 here in the city, which would mean 15,000 
for the whole county. It’s sort of sad when you think about all the good that’s in the community 
and it can’t be utilized because there’s no finances to take care of it.  



CS: Did you have a favorite shop downtown? Did you go park like everybody else and walk 
around downtown on Friday and Saturday nights? 

CH: No, at that time I didn’t even have a car. My means of locomotion was a motor scooter. Of 
course you could park it any place you’d like. But I was speaking of having a car wash, well 
there was only about one place in town that had a car wash and most the guys would go out back 
of the park in the river and, you know where Kunkel’s is at, well the road that goes back to the 
river there, and when you get back there, where it crosses the river to the south side, there’s a flat 
slab of limestone buildup in the river and normally the river flow wouldn’t be that deep and you 
could drive out there onto that slab and it’d never be up over, much higher than the bottom part 
of your door so that’s where a lot of the guys would go and wash their cars. Especially in the 
summertime you know and they could splash around and have a good time while doing it. And a 
lot of guys would take their kids, you know, let the kids have a good time out while they were 
cleaning up the car. That Whipple’s started, I think he was the first to have a car wash and then it 
was all done by hand and then a lot of the garages would start doing car washes and the average 
price to get your car washed, now these, we’re talking about big cars, was 30 to 50 cents, that’s 
what you paid and now you’re paying five dollars or more and it’s all automatic. Another sign 
that times have changed.  
CS: You just mentioned that Connersville has definitely changed, how have you seen 
Connersville really change since you’ve lived here your whole life? 
CH: Well, there’s more drugs and I’m surprised with the amount of drugs that are in this county 
that there hasn’t been a lot of gunshot or knifings like there are in Indianapolis, they just, well 
they just had five, no seven, this week in Indianapolis and we’ve been fortunate enough, most of 
our drug related have been overdose and I’m very surprised that there hasn’t been a lot of 
fatalities from either gunshots or knives.  

CS: How have you seen the community in Connersville change? 
CH: Well, it don’t seem to me like they can get together on what they’re doing now. The Historic 
Connersville has another group that, working in conjunction with the state, to nationalize a lot of 
the buildings in the downtown area especially. I know Donna Scott and Donna Schroeder both 
are very much into that and their working with a state individual that’s very knowledgeable but 
people that own these properties are a little reluctant I think to get involved with it. They think its 
either gonna cost them or it’ll take away their rights to own the property and do what they want 
to do which isn’t the case at all because they want to get these properties on the national register 
as historic places but when people get set in their minds, it’s a little hard to change them. But 
everybody’s got some idea on how to make Connersville grow but nobody seems to know 
exactly how to do it and I certainly don’t but I’d be willing to help with anything that’s possible. 
And I think Historic Connersville has done a tremendous job with what they’ve done influenced 
or letting the people know what we do have here of historic importance and the things that 
should be, just like the Historic Firehouse and the Canal House and these various places, if 
somebody doesn’t maintain those, then they’re gone and it’s just like the old house down there 
on 3rd Street. The owner that owned the furniture factory and its sitting there slowly decaying 
because nobody’s got the finances to do a job on it and small groups like Historic Connersville 
don’t have the finances to be able to put these things together like they should be. So, for some 
reason, I keep thinking if you don’t have the money, you’re stiming from the start because 
without that money you’re not gonna go very far. But I think that our city government has done a 



good job to maintaining what we do have along with groups like Historic Connersville and I 
don’t care what position you have in our local government, you’re not gonna please everybody. 
There’s no way that you could please everybody. The Good Lord couldn’t do it, why should we 
expect any different. But some people think really try and others are just going along for the ride, 
but that’s just the way life is and I, I’m strong on the vote. That was one of the reasons I fought 
two wars, so I could go vote, and if I don’t like it, I can vote against it but I hear so many people 
bitching about this, about that, but they won’t go vote and they won’t nominate anybody for any 
of these jobs, so why are they expecting somebody else to do their job for them? Another one of 
life’s mysteries I guess.  
CS: Do you still see the local businesses like Roots and Stant and Riedman’s Motor, do you see 
them getting involved in the community still like they used to? 
CH: No I don’t because they’re not locally owned and well good instance is the country club and 
the hospital. Now, when the Blower Company and Stants and Rex, the CEOs of all of these 
major companies, not only were the head of those companies, but they lived here and they were 
part of the community. When the country club started, it was started by the blue-collar workers, 
or the white collar works from these various places plus your lawyers, your doctors, and your 
business people in the community. Well so many of those companies now the head of it may live 
here but they don’t have control, they’ve got a board of directors in Indianapolis or Chicago or 
Cleveland or who knows where that sends their orders in daily, you do this, you do that, and you 
can’t go up to the Ford or you can’t go to Rex and say “we need a 100,000 for a project at the 
country club” and they just write the check and they just write it off as business expenses. You 
can’t do that now and that’s the reason the country club went out of business, that’s the reason 
Stant owned by a business group, Ford was no longer with us, and the blower company belongs 
to General Electric. So yeah, if you’re not part of the community, it’s bad. You understand these 
are all my opinions, right? But a good example is the boys and girls club that closed. Well D&M 
when Sammy Riggenstreet had that a portion of that yearly expenses from that factory up there 
maintained the club and I know Tim Rodgers was the head of the Boys and Girls Club at that 
time and he’s told me a number of times and he’s upset of the way the finances have been 
handled, but that’s a different thing, but I know when Tim was there, there audit showed that 
D&M had donated this amount of money, that amount of money, if a room needed repaired 
they’d get it done. They’d just call Chomels’ say go fix it, send us the bill. Well, when those 
guys all belonged to the country club that was the way it was. When they needed something, 
they’d just tell the members “Pool up” and the money was there. But when everybody’s moved 
away, they’re living some place else and you’ve got people that are living in Chicago or Detroit 
or wherever that’s making the rules for this community, it’s just hard to do something. But when 
I was growing up, those people were all local people because they wanted to see their 
community grow, they lived here and they were part of it and if you didn’t, when you had a 
fundraiser, if you didn’t ask one of the, they’d get mad and give you a few bad names and make 
sure that you didn’t call on them unless you included them in the list of names that donated 
because they wanted their names out there for the public to see.  

CS: Do you have any final comments or anything you want to say? Any final thoughts? 
CH: I think I’m about talked out. I can talk as long as somebody asks questions.  



CS: The only other question I had is if you wanted to talk to me a little bit more about your 
service during WWII when you were down in Florida. But you talked about looking for German 
subs along the coast.  
CH: Yeah. If you look at the map, the Gulf of Mexico is sort of like a bowl and on the southeast 
end of it is a narrow place, which is the Caribbean Sea. All of these, along the west coast, is all 
these small countries, they were all producing oil. The tankers had to come down the eastern 
coast of Florida, around Key West, into the Caribbean Sea, and come in to the Gulf of Mexico to 
go to these ports.  Well, before we entered the war, Germany sent a number of their subs over 
here and they laid along this coast into the Caribbean Sea and waited for these tankers to fill up, 
then come back to go out to see and that’s when they would sink them here, or wait until they got 
out into the Atlantic Ocean here because there was no convoys, those tankers went on their own 
maybe one or two at a time. Well, if you’ve got six subs out here, hell it ain’t no problem to 
knock them off. England was starving for all these supplies because they’d already been in the 
war for two years before we got into it so Roosevelt and Churchill got together and United 
States, I don’t know if you’ve ever heard of the Lend-Lease Bill, well in 1939 when England got 
into the war, Churchill knew that he’s gonna have to have some help. Well the United States 
wasn’t gonna send any troops to England so the government in Great Britain and the Congress in 
the United States made a pact what they called the Lend-Lease Bill. We gave Great Britain a 
number of war ships and smaller convoy ships for permission to build airbases on 18 of the small 
islands in the West Indies from the southern coast of the United States to the north coast of South 
America. So each of those 18 different islands, the United States built an airbase on one small 
section of it and as long as the war was on, that was United States property. Well I was stationed 
in and out of the island of Trinidad, which was the farthest south island before you jump off to 
get to South America and its right there on the line that goes from the Atlantic Ocean into the 
Gulf of Mexico, which is the Caribbean Sea. So that was what we patrolled. There and then on 
south along the, down to the Panama Canal and so they was, we had 25 squadrons of B-25s that 
were stationed all along those 18 different islands and they patrolled that area and if we caught a 
sub on the surface, you could damage it enough that the Navy would come in and capture it. If 
they started to get below the water, then you tried to sink it. So that was the job that we had, but 
the Lend-Lease Bill provided us with airbases because we had to refuel to maintain those routes 
So immediately when the war was over, all of those bases reverted back to Great Britain so most 
of them are no longer there. I tried to look up the old base at Trinidad but it was just but one 
picture of there that I found. But I’m not a computer person so I could’ve missed it someplace 
but anyway. That was the Lend-Lease Bill that provided us with airbases on those islands; 
otherwise we wouldn’t have been permitted to land any of our planes there unless it was an 
emergency. By the time that we had entered the war, we were pretty much in control within a 
year after the war so most of the convoys were leaving east coast ports all the way up to Boston 
so then the subs moved out into the Atlantic and there would be as many as 12 of them in what 
they called wolf packs, so then they start, the Navy started putting convoys around those tankers 
to make sure they got there. Well a lot of them got sunk, but so did a lot of the subs. Our job 
down there had decreased tremendously by the time they had moved over into the Atlantic but 
that was the job we had.  

CS: Did you fly the planes or were you…? 
CH: I was the left waist gunner. When I came out of gunnery school, I was assigned to Ekland 
(sp?) Field and the base, it was an auxiliary field there at Ekland and this base had been the 



original training grounds for Doolittle’s Raiders for the Tokyo raid and they still had the 
markings on the runway of the flight deck of the Hornet so every ten feet it was marked off so 
they could get it right. That’s where they practiced before they left for California. I got there 
right after they left but I was assigned to a B-25 squadron there and the 480, I was, that was the 
job I had, we flew out of there and we’d go all the way down the interior coast. The Gulf of 
Mexico was laid off in grid sections so you had so many sections that you had to cover on your 
flight. We went all the way down to Trinidad and we would refuel there, but then so did a lot of 
others. It was a jumping off place for the air transport command that was their last stop before 
they went on to South America and we had an airbase in Brazil and then it was a jumping off 
place when you went across the Atlantic to Africa. I never did go that route, thank goodness. 
Most of mine was in the Gulf or the Caribbean and down to Panama City. 
CS: Was it hard for you to come back to Connersville after your time in the war? 

CH: No. It, well, I wanted to stay in service and I was at the discharge center, and Major Davis 
my commanding officer when I was flying came up there and he was staying in the service. Now 
this was when the war was over in September of ‘45 and he was taking a flight of P-38s to Pu-
Ming, China and he wanted me to sign up to go. And I told him the only way I’d go was to get a 
jump in rank and he reneged on it, he wouldn’t do it, he said no he couldn’t do it, if he did it for 
me, he’d have to do it for everybody. So I said well everybody’s not asking, and he said, well 
I’m not gonna start it and I won’t have to stop it. And I said well you’re going to have to go 
without me. But I sure would’ve went if he had given me a jump in rank. Then when the Korean 
War started, Pu-Ming was one of the first places that the Chinese overran and those guys got out 
of there with just what they had on. They lost all their equipment, the planes. They didn’t lose 
any of the men but they sure lost a lot of equipment. 
CS: Where were you stationed during the Korean War? You said you got recalled into service for 
that. 
CH: Yeah, I had to report to Sherman Field, Illinois the day before Thanksgiving, 1950. I was 
there for 2 weeks and then they sent me to Nulles Air Force Base out in Las Vegas and I was 
there the rest of my time until they told me I was too old to fly jets. I couldn’t believe that. But so 
much of the gunnery training had changed that they didn’t really need me anyway because 
everything on the plane had gone computerized so they didn’t need anybody to instruct. They 
said, well do you want to go home? And I said that’s me you’ve just seen leave so home I came. 
They kept me in reserve for two years but when I came out from World War 2 they automatically 
put me in a 10-year reserve bracket. Anybody that’s on flying status went into that 10-year 
reserve bracket in case they needed, they could call you up. Mine was up but they called me 
anyway. But I had a good time so I’ve got nothing to complain about it.  
CS: Any final thoughts before we wrap it up. 

CH: You’ve picked my brain! 
CS: Are you happy you’ve stayed in Connersville your whole life? 

CH: Yeah. I had a chance to go someplace else but I didn’t. The way the weather’s changed and 
age and all, this is, I know about everybody around here or they know me and so yeah. I really 
wouldn’t know what I’d do some place else. I’d have to start all over.  
CS: Well thank you again for letting me pick your brain.  



CH: They started out making buggies in 18… 1878 and then they got to be one of the top buggy 
makers in the United States. In fact in 1898 they were the third largest makers of buggies in the 
United States. Yale Buggies was known worldwide and then they started making tops. When 
cars came into fashion, they started making automobile tops. Now I’m not talking about metal, 
these were leather and chicken wire and padding. Early cars all had those soft tops on them. Well 
then in 1932 when the hard topped cars came out, tops were no longer the fashion so they had to 
find another line of work. So they started building refrigerators and they were building them for 
Philco. Then they started building the freezers and the air conditioners for Philco. Then Philco 
decided, well why are buying from them? They just bought the whole Rex business and the name 
was changed then to Philco-Rex and then they dropped the Rex part and it was strictly Philco. 
Then Ford came along and bought out Philco, then they moved the plant up north to where it’s at 
now and later sold out to Visteon and of course Visteon went under and that’s when the building 
went. In a nutshell, that’s what happened to that factory. 
CS: When did a lot of the, um, furniture factory, and I think there was a casket company and 
everything, when did a lot of that start to leave Connersville too? Because there was a lot of just 
Connersville industry. 

CH: Yeah, the casket factory, I’m trying to think of the fella’s name who owned that, he lived 
over on West-Eighth. I went to school with his daughter too and I can’t think of his name but 
anyway he owned the casket factory and they employed I think somewhere close to 70 people in 
that factory over there, the biggest part of them were the ladies that sewed the interior for the 
caskets. Well, then in the 60s, the end of the 60s things started going to pot in Connersville and it 
just went downhill and of course, they had an offer from the casket factory at Batesville that 
wanted to buy the company and move all the equipment and everything down there. So they 
finally sold out and moved everything to Batesville and that was the end of the casket factory. 
And I understand I was talking to someone that had been down there and everything down there 
is like so many places, it’s all computerized and one person does the sewing that 35 ladies had 
done over here. They just set it up in the morning and sit down and watch it run. They said when 
they started computerizing everything, oh that’ll increase production so much we’ll have to hire 
more people. Didn’t turn out that way.  
CS: Do you remember when American Kitchens left Connersville or I didn’t think they were still 
around? 
CH: No, American Kitchens was bought by D&M. American Kitchens was here late 20s up… I 
don’t remember what year D&M bought them, but Sammy Riggenstreet was the head of D&M 
and they bought out all of that property and owned because the Depression had ruined American 
Central. They built the Cord there and after that, during the war years, American Central built 
Jeep bodies and thousands and thousands, I understood it was over 400,000 Jeeps but then they 
went, D&M bought all of that property and started a dishwashing line. I read in one of D&M’s 
monthly publications once that the third year that they were in business, they owned 83% of the 
dishwashers made in the United States. Now I don’t care what kind of business you’re in, if you 
own 83% of the market, you’re doing real well and I know that those people that worked there 
made real good money. And Sammy Riggenstreet was one of those people that believed sharing 
and he gave to them, all of his workers there, a bonus twice a year and depending on how much 
business they had depended on how much bonus they got. Well, I talked to a number of them and 
my younger brother worked there and they received a bonus as high as 24% and if you get 24% 
of what you made for 6 months, that’s not a bad sum and then when Sammy died, that thing just 



went to pot right now. After he died, they just couldn’t get the people to come to work and they 
hired a bunch of slackers or people that wouldn’t work and one thing and another and finally 
some company from Sweden or Norway bought D&M out, and another one went down the drain. 
We’ve lived through some good times, but we’ve lived through some bad ones too.  

CS: Yeah a lot of industry was in Connersville and a lot of it got bought out and moved. 
CH: At one time back in the 20s and early 30s, Connersville was known as Little Detroit.  

CS: Cause it was more than Rex, right? There was Lexington, and the McFarlan Car, and Rex 
Buggy and everything. 

CH: Oh yeah. Well Auburn was made here. And the Cord. And if you go up to the museum up 
at, not Marion what am I thinking of, where the Cord museum is at now. They won’t tell you that 
Cord was made in Connersville, they’ll say that it was part of the Auburn-Cord-Dosenburg 
complex, but nobody made that 37 car except right here in Connersville and they got one sitting 
right on the floor up there. Dark, maroon convertible, super charged. I looked at that thing many 
a times. Makes your mouth water just looking at it and I’m not a car person. But the Auburn was 
a great car in its day and it was made here in Connersville and at that time the city limits was 24th 
Street and Western Avenue, above 24th Street, all the way to Milton was called Milton Pike and 
that’s where they tested a lot of the Auburn cars was on that stretch of road and I remember 
reading in the Connersville paper and I don’t know what year it was, I couldn’t remember, but a 
lot of big movie stars owned Auburn cars. Constant Bennett, one of the Bennett sisters, came 
here and got her, she had a white Auburn sedan-town mix, flew from California to Indianapolis 
and came down to Connersville in a taxi cab to pick up his sedan and take it back to California. 
Yeah an awful lot of big people, I’m talking about with huge amounts of money purchased those 
big cars like that but I don’t think any of them was any better than that McFarlan town car that 
we’ve got over in the museum. That to me is the ultimate automobile. John Blommel painted a 
picture or portrait of a year before the 24, 1923, they made a McFarlan for, to send to Chicago 
for the exposition, the automotive exposition up there. And the one that they sent up there was 
trimmed in gold – all the door handles, everything on the dash, and wherever they could was all 
gold. And the story was that when they had it on the floor there at the exposition hall, some 
woman came in there from Oklahoma, her family was in oil out there and of course back in those 
days, Oklahoma was rich with oil fields and she wrote a check for $25,000 and had her chauffeur 
get in it and drive it away. Somewhere along the way records got lost and we’ve never been able 
to find anything, but John Blommel painted a portrait and they did have them over at the 
museum for sale but I haven’t seen them lately so I don’t know if they’ve gotten put away or 
what happened to them, but anyway. The year before the one of them was gold-plated. Of course 
Stants made a lot of parts for Studebaker and they gold-plated some parts for a Studebaker that 
went to, I don’t know what they call them, the head of the clans over in Arabia, but I’ve seen 
them gold-plate some door handles and some dash-parts and the minute those things were 
completed, they hauled them down and put them in the company safe until they could ship them 
wherever they’re going to be put on the cars. I know they did that for several of those 
Studebakers. Long as it got four wheels and gets me there is all I’m interested in.  

CS: I actually thought of another question. Do you remember when the canal was dried? I don’t 
know when the canal left and when the railroad stopped running in Connersville or anything. 

CH: The canal came to, they started building it from Brookville in 1837 and it never got to 
Connersville until 1862. It wasn’t fully developed by 1862 they had just reached the outline of 



Connersville but they started shipping war materials from Connersville to Cincinnati on the 
Whitewater Canal and previous to that, it took almost two weeks for a wagon train to get from 
Connersville to Cincinnati and three days could get them to Cincinnati on the canal. So it was a 
great asset not only for the city but for the whole county because they were shipping grain, hogs, 
and cattle. They’d slaughter them, put them in barrels, salt ‘em down and ship ‘em out and a lot 
of the war material was sent that way on the canal. Then after the war, in 1867 I believe it was, 
by that time the canal had gone bankrupt and so the railroad purchased the towpath alongside the 
canal and that’s where the bed of the railroad is today.  

CS: Anything else before we wrap up? I know they need the room soon, so. 
CH: You think I’m about talked out?  

CS: Maybe, I think you probably have plenty more to say. Like I said, thank you again for taking 
the time to meet with me.  


